Revealing Clothes and (Some) Feminists

Pagorn Singsuriya*

This article results from an attempt to make sense of the sheer self-
contradiction founded among some Thai feminists with negative and
emotionally-charged reactions against criticisms about today’s girls and
women’s revealing clothes despite their explicit opposition to other forms of
flesh revealing such as in beauty contests, and on covers of men’s magazines.
With the help of Ankrit Achariyakul's analysis, an interpretative framework is
developed, and it is argued that these feminists unknowingly support either
masculine ontology in disguise of ‘liberal self,” or patriarchal subjection of
women through performative practices. An elaborate analysis of the latter draws
upon ideas of Foucault and Butler, and a report of interview with Apinya
Feungfoosakul. A suggestion about a proper stance to take on this issue is
made with a brief reference to the Foucauldian concept of “critical ontology of

ourselves.”
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There are two meanings of the word “subject’: subject to someone else
by control and dependence and tied to his own identity by a conscience

or self-knowledge. (Foucault, 1994: 130)
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